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- An Ordered Life

L()i As we face new challenges to
Newspaper columnist ang"€W year, we still must cong
minister George Crane tells o0'd habits, trials, temptations a
a wife who came into his Crisis. | have found that in
office full of hatred toward her ©Wn personal life that when
husband. "I do not only wantlife is in order with God, the
to get rid of him, | want to get facing the difficulties of ministr 3
even. Before | divorce him, |life, family life, and personal lif¢&=
want to hurt him as much ags handled with much more grag¢
he has me." wisdom and maturity. | have ali =

found that when my life is out
Dr. Crane suggested arPrder with God, then when th

act as if you rea"y love yourfar more difficult to deal witt
husband. Tell him how muchthem. [ also find that when life

he means to you. Praise hinput of order with God | must face a new foe -
for every decent trait. Go outdoubt.

of your way to be as kind,

considerate, and generous agow can a pastor find himself in order with
possible. Spare no efforts tdGod and maintain such an order? There is
please him, to enjoy him.book that | picked up years ago that has helpe
Make him believe you love keep and maintain a life of order (at least witl
him. After you've convinced more consistency) than | used to. | would like
him of your undying love and over the next couple of months to share witl
that you cannot live withoutyou some truths of this book to help everyon
him, then drop the bomb. Tellof you (and me as well) to have a more ordere

him that yourre getting aand disciplined (temperate) life with God,
divorce. That will really hurt

3. Cultivate Punctuality. Let

us as preachers have the
military mindset, if you are

not 15 minutes early, you are
late. We must discipline

ourselves to be on time for
appointments and church
services. Please do not
consistently start your church
services late, begin them on
time. Be on time for your

appointments (you may have
to leave more time between
appointments). Read Romans
12:11.

4. Gird up the loins of your mind. The
Bible says much about Biblical
meditation. Meditation is different from
prayer, meditating is thinking about the
Scriptures, God, life, ministry. Take
time out every day to plan your day,
think about your day, and to use your
mind. Also, take some time out to
memorize Scriptures everyday. This
will help you to gird your mind. 1 Peter
1:13.

him." With revenge in her

eyes, she smiled and
exclaimed, "Beautiful,
beautiful. Will he ever be

surprised!" And she did it with

enthusiasm. Acting "as if." For
two months she showed love,
kindness, listening, giving,

reinforcing, sharing. When she
didn't return, Crane called.
"Are you ready now to go

through with the divorce?"

"Divorce?" she exclaimed.
"Never! | discovered | really
do love him." Her actions had
changed her feelings. Motion
resulted in emotion. The
ability to love is established
not so much by fervent
promise as often repeated
deeds.

J. Allan Petersen.

1. We must come to the realization tha | hope that this will help you in cultivating
there are noshort cuts in life— not in  your walk with Christ. These points are
ministry not in life. The life of the taken (and some modified) from Richard
preacher must be filled with study, prayel Taylor’ book called The Disciplined Life.
and soul-winning all of which have no Strie to have a good year and we will see you
short cuts. Read Luke 9:62 and remembe at Ron Carter’s church in February.

that whatever is truly worth doing is hard.

2. Start with the simple things. Never tr

to make large multiple changes at AZBBF OFFICERS
You are sure to fail (that is why the secon@
day of a diet is always easier, because by

then it is over). When we try to make toiThese are the AZBBF Officers for 2007:
many swift changes at once, it is togState Chairman: Pastor Alfred Maese
difficult to maintain. Just like a child

learns to balance himself, then stand on h
own, then begins to take a few steps, the
walks without falling, then learns to run, sg
must we handle changes in life. One smg
step at a time! Remember to start with th
simple things. Read Song 2:15.

i¥ice Chairman: Pastor Ron Carter
N

State Representative: Pastor Rich Richarn

I
elreasurer: Pastor George Feaster

Secretary: Pastor Joe Stoppelbein
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| first want to thank you fastest growing state in th
for your confidence in re- nation surpassing Nevada. It
electing me as our state fifth in sheer numbers movin

representative to the BBFI. | into it. We must be busy abo
believe | have been able to the Father’'s business and get
make a difference while good quality men here to start Show me a church where
serving on the education churches. Would you pray with there is love, and | will show
committee and | look forward me along these lines for this you a church that is a power
to serving with the new year? in the community. In Chicago
leadership of the fellowship. In February there will be a few years ago a little boy
Please forgive me for an offering taken for the attended a Sunday school |
missing our last meeting. My Tribune This means | will be know of. When his parents
children blessed my wife and calling you seeking your moved to another part of the
me with a cruise for our 37 support for this magazine. city the little fellow still at-
wedding anniversary. Brother Often times | call and leave tended the same Sunday
Moore said that the meetir messages yet never hear baclschool, although it meant a
went well and that th from you. Brethren, it does not long, tiresome walk each
preaching was gooc hurt me to hear you tell me no. way. A friend asked him why
However, | surely miss the | have been a missionary. he went so far, and told him

fellowship and want to encourage those the When there is no mission money, there is nthat there were plenty of oth-
do not come regularly to our meetings tc mission money. | understand if you do noters just as good nearer his

make a habit of coming in 2007. want to help in this project for other reasoniome.
too, but please, talk to me and let me know so
Jonah 2:10 that I do not spend hours re-calling when youTthey may be as good for
And the LORD spake unto the fish, and i do not intend to give. It will make my job a gthers. but not for me." was
vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.  whole lot easier. his reply. ’

| look forward to seeing all of you at our
As we begin this New Year | would like next meeting.
for all of us to ask, where in the world are we
as a fellowship? When | ask this question Rich Richards .
cannot help but think of what Jonah mus Col. 3:16 Because they love a fellow
have thought when the whale regurgitateu over there,” he replied.

him onto the shore. He must have aske
“Where in the world am 1?” Jonah knew If only we could make the

where he was suppose to be going but likely world believe that we loved

"Why not?" she asked.

had no idea where he was as he stood there ' them there would be fewer
on that beach. t empty churches, and a

As independent Baptist preachers we , ( : [ smaller proportion of our
have confidence in knowing where we are % l population who never darken
going but often times never stop to see where 7 $ ,3 a church door. Let love re-
we are. The same is true with our churches ° Do ( place duty in our church rela-
and our fellowship. Let's stop and take a . tions, and the world will soon
good look to see where we are. Where are we ( ) %( . be evangelized.
as a fellowship in starting new churches? ' $'° @
Where are we as a fellowship in encouraging. | 1 ey Moody's Anecdotesp. 71-
young men to come to our state? Where are ' 72.
we as a fellowship in seeing that young S $

people are sent to good institutions for =«

training in the ministry? Then we must ask ,

ourselves individually, what am | doing to ' '*

help? ' $ '
God has given us a wonderful ' ' "

opportunity to serve Him in this great state of @

Arizona. Recently Arizona has become the
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